The Julio Otoni Project: Headline News
“Adote uma Criança / Adopt a Child”

The Julio Otoni Project has launched a new initiative in a bid to continue to offer the activities that currently take place at the Julio Otoni project which provide an important and essential alternative for the children of the Julio Otoni community. The project is currently in a situation where it is unable to cover its monthly running costs to be able to continue and sees this as way in which people interested in supporting the project can play an important and involved role in doing so.
The initiative is called “Adote uma criança” / “Adopt a child”. The project currently has 57 children enrolled in the project and this represents a significant monthly overhead to be able to offer the activities it currently does to the children. 

It costs  R$70 (approx US$31 or £23) per month for a child to participate in the project and so we are asking for you to “adopt a child” to take part in the project which offers them alternatives to becoming involved in the drug and gang culture that is a norm in the Favelas of Rio. 
The initiative has a website: http://adoptachild.weebly.com/ on which full details of the initiative are listed as well as where monthly updates and videos are posted so you can stay involved with the children. 

There are currently 57 children enrolled in the project of which 29 are currently “adopted” and 28 needing “adoption”. Please help! 
Monthly Updates 
Please see the videos listed for visual updates of the developments listed below!

March 2009
Following the holiday period here in Rio de Janeiro (which includes Carnival in February), regular activities are underway again at The Julio Otoni Project. 2009 commences with activities in Educational Support, Yoga, Sports, Computing, English and Manual Skills.
February 2009
During the holiday period at the project, the children participated in an important activity in renovating the community and public spaces within Julio Otoni. With the support of volunteers from I-to-I and Ikoporan, they painted walls lining the community streets and the children chose themes and pictures for murals to be painted on the walls around the Favela. This work is still ongoing (and will be covered more in further updates). The objective is to stimulate the community residents to value and take care of the community they live in and of course the children of the community have a fundamental role in this.
Another aspect of the Julio Otoni project that is evolving is the Residents Association (a key way of empowering the community to take responsibility for the decisions made within the community). A leadership team has been formed and there will be elections (by the community) at the next Residents Association meeting.
See two videos of these activities (1 minute and 5 minutes)

January 2009

An exciting new activity took place this month when the children of the Julio Otoni Project took place in an initiative, “Project Botinho”, organised by a local Fireman Corps – Grupamento Maritimo de Botafogo.  
Throughout the month of January the children received lessons in swimming, environmental education and first aid etc. However, without a doubt the most important experience for these children was the interaction and exposure to the fireman who are a positive role model of a legal entity and of citizenship within the city.

December 2008

 

For those of you that were able to visit the Julio Otoni Project over Christmas and for those who wanted to be with us but couldn’t, here are the videos of Christmas at the Julio Otoni Project.

The first celebration of Christmas took place at the Crèche for the children from outside the community and the second, (with a visit from Father Christmas), took place at the Community Center on the 21/12. The children received gifts of donated books from Father Christmas and there was story-telling and treats for everyone. All the community came together to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a hopeful 2009.
September – December 2008
Training of the Crèche Staff

Since September 2008, pedagogue Lilian Perri has been training the ladies from the community that work in the Crèche how to look after the children in their care. Lilian is the director of CEAT (one of the top 10 schools in Rio de Janeiro according to the magazine Veja). With in-depth experience in this field, she has been working on developing the Crèche Carers skills within areas such as fundamental childcare, physical hygiene (of the environment in which the children are cared for) and activities for the physical and cognitive development of the children.
